IN PERSON: ROBERT 5. (STAM) NORRIS

A BEAN COUNTER WHO KNOWS HIS BEANS

BY BAVID C. MORRISON
gol diverted,” Robert 5 (Stimn)
Mizrmis, co-author of The NMuclear

I Wiogpemy Databook series, savs off

the unlikely turm his carcer took at the
start of the Reagan Administration, “1
wenl froen Plato to Cap Weinberger,”

[ 1%7h, Nofris carmed a doclorate in
political scwnee from New York Univer-
saly. He wanl on o purses & conventinnsl
academie carcer, teaching political phi-
lsophy ot Oheo's Miami Univeesicy and
ar a branch of Lhe universiny i Luxem-
bowrg Aller arrving div Washington in
early 1981, hivweves, Moris couldn™t lamd
an academic b, Ho coded up signing on
a5 a miclear woapons aralyst at the Cen-
ter fur Defense [nformation, a liberal
think tank. Thiee vears later, he jumgped
et 1 Lhe Matural Resowrces Defense
Counctl Inc., where be sas solidified a
reputation as one of Washington®s iop
alarme “Bean sonniers.

“I'm vne ol thess people in the 1958
who wus told 1o dive under the detk
the civil defense deills,” the $8-year-old
Miorris said, exsladning his decade-long
muclear detour., “1'm preny much a prod
uet of e pavchalogy of the Cold War,
wundering what this thing was and
whether we would make i.”

When nod walking reportess snd boek
authnrs through the atomic labytingh,
Beprris has belped 1o wrine o volumes
of the Daraboask on the ULS, warhead
prodaction comples (Ballinger Publish-
ing Co., 1967 and ancther, o lers ex-
kavstive, tome or Soviet nokes (Hamper
& Fow Prabslishers Dise, 1989,

With a colleaguc ar the council,
Mhomas B, Cochran, Muorris alse woals
the entry on aleimie sims for the 19%0
Encyelopedie Brtarnica, which brokes suf-
Bicbent new ground bo prompt a frong-
puge stugy in Phe Mew Yok Temes, “1 felt
2 toimble mespoasability,” Mosrs recalled
“Lienerations of schookchaldren waould be
plparmzmy my arhiche [or Y¥esrs 0 omme.
s | renlby wanded boogel Wl dght.”

And, for the past Tive vears, with
Willim M. Arkin, an analyst with Gereen
peace ULSA. and cosamhor ol the Dioda
book, Morris hes peaned o monthiy
Muockeur Motebook feature, chrckablnck
with fun &l pot-so-fun facts 2nd Ggures,
for Builesin of the Al Scwenmbias.,

“They've done a grewt pob of ferveting
oul itfarmation,” Congressional Ke-
search Scrvice annhst Johe M. Collios, a

formidwhle milisany bean oounter himsell,
s of Morris and the other Databoodbers
]'I'rl;::,- hive uncovered things that o my
Lm'_u.l.lﬂj.gt hanee msot been mesibe avadlahbe
[I'.rnuph ather soomoes, 1IF 1 oould identity
oy fanlt, it would be theor manivatbon,
[which] frim the very beginming has seen
ami-naticonal defense. Bul docs thds tnillu-
ence the l.i_il.'lli!:.' aof the msearch? Proba-
I:,: not,”

“T don’t think I'm 2 fermbly sdeolngical
person,” Morris said Y] have girong views
01 S0 matters. Hat lel the chips tall
where they mey, 10 wowld mod be good 1o
have 1o taidor vour research Sndings 1o
LM i;u;sin:irul that ix in conflict wath
them. That just can’ happon.”

T Ehez September 1989 Hualietar, m a0,
a reader complained m a bEller that Mod-
rs had ooontcd 23,0000 Somnel nukes ard
22 500 for the Umited Siates, when the
Center for Defense Iolormation Kid
||_'|_'|;||_15_-}'|.ii|.ﬂ [ar lower wiarhead members
for the Warsaw Pact {25 [XN0 and muach
lgher enes for BATO (51.000),

The cenler's "ﬁ[:u res nre wrong and
comied be subsiantiated” Worris charged
in & priwted reply, cridquing his formes
CHIHH T S |:||i:IJ:l.|l.|l.'lll.'l[.'._'l' “T div et tiink
they could provide a single footnots.”
T center subssguenthy excised s mict-
vica with Noenis [rom 8 elevaion doce-
mentery it was flmang.

Such disputes Flare up beciuse mecloa
cinckpile numbers have lomg been top
seoret. Besides filing Freedom of [nfor
IMarinn Act redpcsts aml poring over oon

gressional hoarings, Nocris said, be must
also rely “om i kind of i smib sense about
what sort of souneds mght™ o oownims his
Pemns. In any event, his estimaics luve
withisiond the test of recenl revelations.

fn an unprocedented disclosute, Army
Cen, Colin L. Powell, the chaioman of
the Joant Chiefs of S1ait, revealed on Jun
M it the 1.5, atomic arsenal totaled
] CHED warheads un 1950, (Worms's esti-
mate: 20,750.) The steckpilc, Powell
wifded, would dwindle v 6,310 wurheads
{Morris's projecton: 6.70.) Nois's oal-
cubation in last Julv's Muclear Notehook
ihat the cx-5oviel arsenal now holds
270 nokes is universally quided, cven
w Dhcicnse .‘::_--F.r-.*:;.':r Dhck Cheney in
pablis remnrks

T Like the TTS, arsenal, the Sovict seock:

pilc is Tated to shrink=—and with i, you
might think, Morris's bean-counting
career. This summer, he plans o hand
Wesview Press [ne. a manuscript an
mONAUPENpeveT Jlamic arsenals For Wil
wmd & ool the Danebood, Ancl, 48 Marmis
sees L Whese's lots maore oo

“[ have rensained quite busy here nidy
ing iy aftes e arms race,” i said, = A
then, when that's pretty much behind s,
I guess T con booodmi & historian, We've
omby seratched the surface in a historscal
way shout the 1mpact these Weaponns
hiawe had on eor lives, and | remain ever
curous to leam more, 1 love my job, and
1 leave an interesting vanlane poanl. Frery
day, when T oome 10 work 1 lsen soeme-
thing pew, [
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