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"I got diverted," Robert S. (Stan) 
Norris. co-author of the Nucktir 
Weapons Daiabook series, says of 

the unlikely turn his career took at the 
start of the Reagaii Administration. "1 
went from Plato to Cap Weinberger," 

In 1976, Norris earned a doctorate in 
political science from New York Univer- 
sity. He went on to pursue a conventional 
academic career, teaching political phi- 
losophy at Ohio's Miami University and 
at a branch of the university in Luxcm- 
bourg. After arriving in washington in 
early 1981, however, Norris couldn't land 
an academic job. Hc ended up signing on 
as a nuclear weapons analyst at the Cen- 
ter fur Defense Information, a liberal 
think tank. Three years later, he jumped 
over to the Natural Resources Defense 
Council Inc., where he has solidified a 
reputation as one of Washington's top 
atomic "bean counters." 

"I'm one of these people in the 1950s 
who was told lo dive under the desk in 
the civil defense drills," the 48-ycar-okl 
Norris said. ex~lainine his decade-Ions . . 
nuclear detour. "I'm much a 
uct of the psychologv of the Cold War. 
wondering what this thing was and 
whether wewould make it." 

When not walking reporters and book 
authors through the atomic labyrinth. 
Norris has helped to write two volumes 
of the Dafabook on the US. warhead 
production complex (Ballinger Publish- 
ing Co., 1987) and another, no less ex- 
haustive. tome on Soviet nukes Wamcr ~. 
& Row Publishers Inc., 1989). 

With a colleague at the council, 
Thomas B. Cochran, Nurris also wrote 
the entry on atomic arms for the 1990 
Encyclopedia Britannica, which broke suf- 
ficicnt new ground to prompt a front- 
page story in 'Ihe New Ywk Times. "1 felt 
a tenible resuonsibilitv." Norris recalled. 

formidable military bean counter himself, 
said of Norris and the other Databookers. 
"They have uncovered things that to my 
knowledge have not been made available 
through other sources. If 1 could identify 
m y  fault, it would be their motivation, 
[which] from the very beginning has bccn 
anti-national defense. But docs this intlu- 
cnce the quality of the research? Proba- 
bly not." 

"I don't think I'm a terribly ideological 
person," Noms said. "I have strong views 
on some matters. But let the chips tall 
where they may. It would not he good to 
have to tailor your research findings to 
some position that is in conflict with 
(hem. That just can't happen." 

In the September 1989 Bulleti?~, m fact, 
a reader complained in a teller that Nor- 
ri? had counted 33,000 Soviet nukes and 
22,500 for the Uni ld  Slates, when the 
Center for Defense Information had 
recently cited far lower warhead nun~bcrs 
for the Warsaw Pact (25.0001 and much 

gressional hearings, Norris said, he must 
also rely "on a kind of a sixth sense about 
what sort of sounds right" in counting his 
beans, in any event, his estimates have 
withstood the test of recent revelations. 

In an unprecedented disclosure, Army 
Gen. Colin L. Powell, the chidinnan of 
the Joint duets  of Staff, revealed on Jan. 
7.0 that the U.S. atomic arsenal totalcti 

that thr. cx-Soviit arsenal now holds . ~~-~ ~~~ - ~ 

27,000 nukes is universally quoted, even 
11" Dcfcnse Secretary Dick Chency in 
public remarks. 

Like the U.S. arsenal, the Soviet slock- 
pile is fared to shrink-and with it, you 
might lliink, Norris's bean-counting 
career. This summer, he pkins to hand 
Westview Press Inc. a manliscripi on 
nonsuperpower atomic arsenals for Vol- 

And. for the past five years, with 
William M.Arkin, an analyst with Green- 
peace USA. and co-author of the Diila- 
book, Norris has penned a monthly 
Nuclear Notebook feature, chockahlock 
with fun and not-so-fun facts and figures, 
for BuHetin of the Atomic Scientists. 

'They'vc done a great job of fen-eling 
out information," Congressional Re- 
search Service analyst John M, Collins, a 
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in a printcd reply, critiquinghis former 
employer'i. melhudolo&v. "I do not think 
thcycould provide a single footnote." 
Tim center subsequently excised its inter- 
view with Norris Iron! a television doeu- 
mcntaiy it was filming. 

Such disputes flare UD because nuclear 
stockpile numbers have long been top- 
secret. Besides filing 1"reedom of Tnfoi- 
mation Act requcstsanil poring over con- 

ing up after the arms race," h i  said. "And 
then, when that's pretty much behind us, 
I guess I can become a historian. We've 
only scratched the surface in a historical 
way about the impact t h c x  weapons 
have had on our lives, and I remain ever 
curiou3 to learn more. I love my job. and 
1 have an interesting vantage point. Every 
diiy. when 1 come 10 work I luarn sonie- 
thing new." 


	
	


